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I    INTRODUCTION 

This  report  has  "been  compiled  in  order  to  provide  current  and 
factual  data  on  the  traffic  moving  between  Helena  and  its  neighbor- 
ing community,  East  Helena.   The  steady  growth  of  both  incorporated 
places  and  the  consequent  increase  in  both  commuter  and  business 
traffic  is  taxing  the  capacity  of  the  present  facility  and  is  creat- 
ing higher  accident  rates.   This  study  is  intended  to  aid  in  determin- 
ation of  the  type  of  improvements  to  be  made. 

II    STUDY  PURPOSES  AND  PROCEDURES 

The  Planning  Survey  Section,  Montana  Highway  Commission,  inter- 
viewed traffic  on  US  12  west  and  east  of  East  Helena,  on  June  18,  19, 
20,  and  21,  1968.   The  immediate  purpose  was  to  determine  where  the 
trips  on  US  12  began  and  ended  and  the  volume  of  those  trips  from  each 
place  of  origin  to  each  place  of  destination.   The  overall  purpose  was 
to  analyze  these  traffic  patterns  and  volumes  as  an  initial  step  in 
planning  for  proposed  highway  construction  along  the  present  US  12 
traffic  corridor. 

Only  one  direction  of  traffic  was  interviewed  at  each  station: 
Station  1,  the  eastbound  traffic  at  the  west  city  limits  of  East 
Helena;  and  Station  2,  the  westbound  traffic  at  a  location  about  one- 
half  mile  east  of  the  East  Helena  city  limits.   The  eastbound  traffic 
at  Station  No.  1  was  selected  for  interviewing  as  it  would  provide  the 
best  information  as  to  the  trips  originating  in  the  Helena  vicinity. 
The  westbound  traffic  at  Station  No.  2  was  selected  to  determine  the 
trips  originating  out  of  the  area  to  the  east  of  East  Helena.   Des- 
tinations were  also  recorded  during  each  interview.   It  is  generally 
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agreed  that  trip  origins  are  more  accurate  than  destinations,  partly 
"because  people  may  change  their  destinations  after  being  interviewed, 
and  partly  because  tourists  and  others  unfamiliar  with  the  area  may 
not  know  exactly  where  they  will  stop  next. 

As  it  is  quite  difficult  to  interview  100  percent  of  traffic  dur- 
ing peak  hour  periods,  some  traffic  is  flagged  through  the  station  to 
avoid  traffic  jams  and  to  keep  waiting  time  to  a  minimum.   Also,  as  it 
is  dangerous  to  interview  at  night,  the  stations  were  operated  only 
from  6  a.m.  in  the  morning  to  9  p.m.  in  the  evening.   Later  in  the  tab- 
ulating phase,  the  completed  interviews  were  factored  on  an  hourly  basis 
to  compensate  for  traffic  missed  during  the  hours  of  interview  and 
traffic  that  was  not  interviewed  during  the  hours  from  9  p.m.  to  6  a.m. 
A  final  expansion  was  made  to  adjust  the  one-way  trips  interviewed  at 
each  station  to  two-way  traffic  volumes. 

Ill  AVERAGE  DAILY  TRAFFIC  VOLUMES 

The  following  tabulations  summarize  traffic  volumes  passing  each 
of  the  two  interview  stations  located  east  and  west  of  East  Helena. 
Actual  counts  taken  during  the  survey  in  June  1968  have  been  adjusted 
to  average  daily  traffic  volumes  by  the  application  of  seasonal  fac- 
tors.  These  factors  were  developed  from  continuous  machine  count 
stations,  one  of  which  is  located  east  of  East  Helena  near  Interview 
Station  No.  2 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2013 
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AVERAGE  DAILY  TRAFFIC  PASSING  STATION  NO.  1 
WEST  OF  EAST  HELENA 

1968  ADT  =  4,000 

Traffic  Classification  Volume 

Montana  Cars  2,648 

Out-of-State  Cars  552 

Pickups  &  Panels  6O4 

Other  Trucks  and  Buses  196 

Total  4,000  100.0 

Average  number  occupants  all  vehicles  =  1.90 
Average  number  occupants  local  vehicles  =  1.77 

AVERAGE  DAILY  TRAFFIC  PASSING  STATION  NO.  2 
EAST  OF  EAST  HELENA 
1968  ADT  =  2,150 

Traffic  Classification  Volume 

Montana  Cars  1,131 

Out-of-State  Cars  527 

Pickups  &  Panels  320 

Other  Trucks  and  Buses  172 

Total  2,150  100.0 

Average  number  occupants  all  vehicles  =  2.25 
Average  number  occupants  local  vehicles  =  I.84 

Average  daily  traffic  volumes  on  the  principal  roads  and  highways 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  study  area  are  shown  in  Exhibit  No.  1  on  the 
following  page.   This  is  a  generalized  flow  map  which  shows  the  overall 
pattern  of  traffic  volumes  in  the  area. 
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IV   STUDY  FINDINGS 


Station  No.  1  —  US  12  West  of  East  Helena 

The  dispersion  of  traffic  having  an  origin  or  destination  in 
Helena  or  vicinity  on  an  average  weekday  in  June  1968  is  illustrated 
in  Exhibit  2.   The  significant  traffic  volumes  to  and  from  the  various 
Helena  districts  are  also  shown  in  the  following  tabulations. 

Summary  of  trips  having  origins  or  destinations  in  the  Helena 
area. 

Description 


District 
0 
A 
G 
V 


Prospect-llth  Avenue 

Central  Business  District 

North  of  Central  Business  District 

US  12  Strip  —  East  of  Helena 

Hustad  Center  —  N.P.  Depot  District 

Capital  Complex 

Subtotal 
All  Other  Helena  Districts 


Number 
Trips 

Percent  of 
Total  Trips 

884 

16.1 

588 

10.7 

346 

6.3 

309 

5.6 

301 

5.5 

271 

5.0 

2,699 

49.2 

1,837 

33.5 

THROUGH  TRIPS  —  NO  STOPS  HELENA 
East-North  1-15 
East-North  Montana  Avenue 
East-West   US  12 
East  —  South  I  15 

Subtotal  -  Through  Trips 
TOTAL  ALL  TRIPS 


291 

5.3 

182 

3.3 

383 

7.0 

94 

1.7 

950 

17.3 

5,486 

100.0 
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Trips  passing  Station  1  that  had  an  origin  or  destination  east  of 
the  interview  station  on  an  average  weekday  in  June  1968  are  shown  in 
Exhibit  3.   The  significant  traffic  patterns  illustrated  in  this  Exhibit 
are  also  summarized  in  the  following  tabulation. 

Summary  of  trips  having  origins  or  destinations  east  of  Station  No.  1, 

Description 


Origin  or  destination  -  East  Helena 

Through  East  Helena 

US  12  and  Mont  287  -  East 

Canyon  Ferry  and  Vicinity 

Helena  Valley  -  North 

Jefferson  County  -  South 

Subtotal  -  Through  Trips 

TOTAL  ALL  TRIPS 
Station  No.  2  —  US  12  East  of  East  Helena 

Exhibit  4  illustrates  the  origin  and  destination  of  all  trips  pass- 
ing Station  No.  2  on  an  average  weekday  in  June  1968.   The  following 
tabulations  summarize  these  trip  patterns. 

Summary  of  trips  having  origins  or  destinations  east  of  Station  No.  2„ 

Description 


Number 

Percent  of 

Trips 

Total  Trips 

2,800 

51.0 

2,071 

37.3 

503 

9.2 

50 

0.9 

62 

1.1 

2,686 

49.0 

5,486 

100.0 

US  12  and  Mont  287  —  East 
Canyon  Ferry  and  Vicinity 
Helena  Valley  -  North 
Lewis  and  Clark  County  -  South 

TOTAL  ALL  TRIPS  2,837  100.0 


Number 

Percent  of 

Trips 

Total  Trips 

2,071 

73.0 

544 

19.2 

146 

5.1 

76 

2.7 
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Summary  of  trips  having  origins  or  destinations  west  of  Station  No.  2. 


Description 


Origin  or  destination  East  Helena 
Through  East  Helena 
Jefferson  County  -  South 
TOTAL  ALL  TRIPS 


Number 
Trips 

Percent   of 
Total  Trips 

218 

7.7 

2,574 

90.7 

45 

1.6 

2,837 


100.0 
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